
The Delta is a massive estu-
ary at the confluence of the 
Sacramento and San Joaquin 
rivers.  Numerous islands exist 
in the Delta, which have been 
rich agricultural lands since the 
conversion to irrigated agricul-
ture at the conclusion of the 
California Gold Rush.  The 
Delta is the source of irriga-
tion, municipal and industrial 
water supply for 
two-thirds of 
California and is 
a conveyance 
point for Cali-
fornia’s two 
largest water 
projects, the 
Central Valley 
Project (CVP) 
and the State 
Water Project 
(SWP).  The 
CVP and SWP 
operate large 
p u mp s  t ha t 
transport water 
from the Delta to 
Central  and 
Southern California.  

The Delta for decades has 
been in decline and concerns 
with water quality, subsidence, 
habitat and levees resulted in 
the Governor signing an execu-
tive order, in 2007, with the 
objective to “develop a durable 
vision for sustainable manage-
ment of the Delta”.  This vision 
has the goal of “...managing 
the Delta over the long term to 
restore and maintain identified 
functions and values that are 
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Last month Billy’s Farm was 
bustling with holiday cheer as 
patrons from near and far gath-
ered to choose and cut their 
Christmas trees.  Billy’s Farm 
is owned and operated by long-
time Farm Bureau members, 
the Weubbe Family. The 
Weubbes have tapped into a 
niche market with organic 
Christmas trees, being one of 
only two organic Christmas 
tree farms in the Western 
United States.  Paul Weubbe 
states that “it took us about 
three years to receive the or-
ganic certification for our 
Christmas trees.  The process 
was lengthy due to the fact that 
very few certifications had 
been requested for Christmas 
tree farms up to that point.”   
This organic certification lead 
to an increase in buyers, even 

in a recent down economy.  
The Weubbes focus their ad-
vertising dollars in Bay area 
publications and online where 
they captivate the majority of 
their out-of-town visitors. 

The Weubbes have not al-
ways been Christmas tree farm-
ers.  They started farming their 
current 40 acre location on 
Dillard Road in 1976 with 
sheep and cattle until 1991, hay 
until 1995 and in 1993 they 
added five acres of walnuts.  It 
was not until 2001, when Paul 
Weubbe went shopping for a 
Christmas tree the second week 
of December and local area 
vendors were sold out, that he 
realized the area’s demand for 
fresh cut Christmas trees.  In 
2002, after sharing his vision 
with his mother and siblings, 
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On-Going Efforts Affecting the Delta 
determined to be important to 
the environmental quality of 
the Delta and the economic and 
social well being of the people 
of the state.” The executive 
order called for a vision to be 
completed by January 1, 2008 
and a strategic plan by Novem-
ber 2008.  The Blue Ribbon 
Task Force was established by 
the Executive Order completed 

its first charge, 
to develop the 
Delta Vision by 
2007. The Delta 
Vision was cre-
ated which iden-
tified twelve 
integrated and 
linked recom-
mendations for 
managing the 
Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta as 
a sustainable 
ecosystem that 
would continue 
to support envi-
ronmental and 
economic func-

tions that are critical to the peo-
ple of California.  Through the 
process the Farm Bureau pro-
vided comments to the five 
draft versions of the Delta Vi-
sion that outlined concerns for 
Delta agriculture.  In the fall of 
this year the Delta Caucus was 
formed, representing the voice 
of all five Delta county Farm 
Bureaus.  Members of the 
Delta Caucus have expanded 
their involvement to the Bay 
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while ongoing 
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Paul Weubbe Manages Billy’s Farm along with his Mother and Siblings 



nity outreach such as this that 
Paul Weubbe refers to the farm 
as being “agri-educational”.  

With the goal to spread out 
their four week venture, Billy’s 
Farm is planning to expand into 
organic produce.  “We started 
and operate our business based 
on cash.  We have never re-
ceived a loan; therefore our 
business’ growth is limited by 
what we make in our short four 
week season.”  They have al-
ready established a small plot 
of produce to test what varie-
ties grow best before planting a 
five acre site earmarked for 
produce.  In the future, the 
Weubbes plan on opening their 
organic farm stand from May 
to Labor Day.  To expand upon 
their agri-educational focus 
they will plan to offer CSA 
membership and install a 
kitchen to their on site facility 
where they will host cooking 
classes featuring fresh organic 
produce.  

the Weubbe family began their 
Christmas tree farm with the 
planting of 900 seedlings.  The 
farm was named Billy’s Farm 
in memory of their father and 
husband Wil liam “Bil l” 
Weubbe.   

This year Billy’s Farm had 
approximately 18,000 trees in 
the ground including the varie-
ties of pine, cedar, redwood, 
and cyprus which are all suc-
cessful growers at the valley’s 
low elevation.  Billy’s Farm 
also offered noble and douglas 
firs to meet all tree demands of 
their customers.  

Several times a year Billy’s 
Farm gives back to the commu-
nity by hosting class visits from 
local Dillard Elementary 
School and surrounding 
schools for children with spe-
cial needs.  Visiting children 
receive hands on experience 
hand shearing or shaping the 
trees and receive a lesson on 
the day to day operation of the 
farm.  It is because of commu-

Delta Conservation Plan 
(BDCP).  The purpose of the 
BDCP is to provide for the 
recovery of endangered and 
sensitive species and their habi-
tats in the Delta in a way that 
will also provide for the protec-
tion and restoration of water 
supplies.   Currently, the BDCP 
is undergoing an Environ-
mental Impact Report and the 
California Department of Wa-
ter Resources (DWR) must do 
field studies to support the re-
view analysis.  Delta landown-
ers have been receiving Tem-
porary Entry Permits (TEP) by 

DWR.  These TEPs are 
very concerning to our 
members and many are 
seeking legal counsel in 
order to protect them-
selves and their opera-
tions from potential ad-
verse impacts.  The ac-
tivities DWR is asking to 
do is intrusive given they 
can access property over 

a three year period of time and 
up to 60 non-consecutive days 
with both day and night access 
with only five day notice.  It is 
questionable if damages were 
to occur if the landowner 
would be compensated.  In 
addition, there is no docu-
mented project that would jus-
tify the studies DWR is trying 
to acquire.  While Farm Bureau 
agrees the Delta is broken and 
is in desperate need of repair, 
the Delta should also be recog-
nized and protected for  the 
resources it provides to the 
state’s economy.  

Christmas Tree Success... continued from page one 
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SACOG is an association of 
local governments in the six-
county Sacramento Region. 
SACOG provides transporta-
tion planning and 
funding for the 
region, and serves 
as a forum for the 
study and resolu-
tion of regional 
issues. In addition 
to preparing the region’s long-
range transportation plan, SA-
COG approves the distribution 
of affordable housing in the 
region and assists in planning 
for transit, bicycle networks, 
clean air and airport land uses. 

In an effort to link transpor-
tation and land development 
SACOG is leading the Valley 
Vision Blueprint Project. Since 
starting the Blueprint project in 
2002, the Sacramento region 
has taken a new approach to 
addressing transportation, land 
use, and air quality issues. The 
Rural-Urban Connections 

Regional Planning Efforts of SACOG Delta Issues... continued from page one 
Strategy (RUCS) is a look at 
the region’s growth and sus-
tainability objectives from a 
rural perspective. While the 

Blueprint is an 
economic develop-
ment strategy for 
the urban area, 
RUGS is intending 
to be an economic, 
as well as, envi-

ronmental sustainability strat-
egy for rural areas. 
Realizing the project’s poten-
tial impact on Sacramento 
County agriculture the Farm 
Bureau has been, and will con-
tinue to be actively engaged in 
a regional planning effort lead 
by SACOG. The potential long 
term planning objectives of the 
RUCs project could be positive 
for the agricultural industry.  
The thoughtful planning of the 
region in respects to the contri-
butions the rural landscape 
gives is well needed and should 
have done years ago.   

For more information visit: 

www.sacog.org/rucs/ 

Upcoming Farm Bureau Events for the  
Benefit of the Community 

Safety Seminar  
Friday, March 20th 
St. Anthony’s Hall,  

Walnut Grove 

Health & Safety Fair 
Wednesday, April 29th 

Walnut Grove  
Elementary School 

Recognized by both the Western Center for Ag Health and 
Safety and the American Farm Bureau Federation for commit-
ted involvement in promoting health and safety among farm 
workers, their families and children; the Health and Safety 
Fair and Safety Seminar will again be teaching, promoting 
and demonstrating health and safety related topics in March 
and April. 

The Sacramento County Farm Bureau hosts two events that 
provide the needed health and safety resources for the farm 
workers in the Sacramento Delta.  This year the Safety Semi-
nar offers training in the areas of pesticide safety, lifting/back 
safety and ergonomics, heat stress and illness prevention, and 
the CHP El Proctor Program. 

The Health and Safety Fair will offer health screenings 
(glucose, cholesterol, and blood pressure), hearing, vision and 
dental screenings, mammograms, as well as a variety of infor-
mation and resources relating to good health for men, women 
and children. 

The dates are:  


